ADVANCED

Reading Practice 1
from Sindbad’s first voyage

I had inherited considerable wealth from my parents, and being young and foolish, I at first wasted it upon every kind of pleasure. After a while I realised that riches get spent speedily if managed badly. I remembered also that to be old and poor is misery indeed. Having a great love of adventure, I decided to give up my easy life and take to the sea.

I sold all my household goods and threw in my lot with some roving merchants who traded by sea. We fitted out a ship for trading purposes and set sail for the Indian seas. From time to time, we landed at various islands, where we sold or exchanged our merchandise. 

One day, the wind dropped suddenly and we were forced to lower the sails and wait for a breeze to take us ahead. At that time we were close to a small island like a green meadow, which only rose slightly above the surface of the water. As some of the party wished to land, the captain gave permission for us to go ashore for a while and amuse ourselves. After strolling about for some time we lighted a fire and sat down to enjoy the food that we had brought. Imagine our terror when the island suddenly began to tremble and quake most horribly! 

The shaking of the island was seen by those on the ship. They set up an outcry bidding us come on board for our lives, since what we had taken for an island was nothing but the back of a sleeping whale. Those who were nearest to the boat threw themselves into it, others sprang into the sea, but before I could save myself the whale plunged suddenly into the depths of the ocean, leaving me clinging to a piece of the wood which we had brought to make our fire. 

Meanwhile a breeze had sprung up, and the people on board got busy in hoisting the sails and taking up those who were in the boat and clinging to its sides. In the confusion, no one missed me and the ship sailed, leaving me at the mercy of the waves. 

All that day I floated up and down, now beaten this way, now that, and when night fell I despaired for my life; but, weary and spent as I was, I clung to my frail support. Great was my joy when the morning light showed me that I had drifted against an island.

The cliffs were high and steep, but luckily for me, some tree-roots protruded in places, and by their aid I climbed up at last, and stretched myself upon the grass at the top, where I lay, more dead than alive, till the sun was high in the heavens. By that time I was very hungry, and after some searching I came upon some eatable herbs, and a spring of clear water. Much refreshed, I set out to explore the island. 

Presently, I reached a great plain where a grazing horse was tethered, and as I stood looking at it, I heard voices talking. In a moment, a man appeared who asked me how I came upon the island. I told him my adventures, and heard in return that he a servant of Mihrage, the king of the island, and that once each year they came to this plain. He took me to his companions and gave me food to eat. They were going back to their master on the next day, and I realised how fortunate I was to come upon them. Without their aid I could certainly never have found my way to the inhabited part of the island.

When we reached the capital I was graciously received by the king, to whom I related my adventures. After hearing me, he ordered that I should be well cared for and provided with whatever I needed. The capital was situated upon the seashore, and visited by vessels from all parts of the world. I went to the harbour every day, as I hoped to hear news from home and find some means of returning there. 

One day, I saw a ship which had just arrived and was unloading her cargo. Drawing nearer, I noticed that my own name was marked upon some of the packages, and I felt sure that they were indeed those, which I had put on board our ship. I then recognised the captain of the vessel, but as I was certain that he believed me to be dead, I went up to him and asked who owned the packages that I was looking at.

“There was on board my ship,” he replied, “a merchant of Baghdad named Sindbad. One day he and several of my other passengers landed upon what we supposed to be an island, but which was really an enormous whale floating asleep upon the waves. It plunged into the sea, and several of the people who were upon it perished in the waters, including this unlucky Sindbad. This merchandise is his, but I have resolved to dispose of it for the benefit of his family.”

“Captain,” said I, “I am that Sindbad, and these are my possessions!”

Throwing himself upon my neck he exclaimed, “Heaven be praised that you have escaped from so great a danger. As to your goods, please take them, and dispose of them as you please.” I thanked him, and praised his honesty. 

I took leave of the good King Mihrage and gave him a gift from among my goods. Exchanging some of my merchandise for more valuable items, I embarked upon the same vessel and traded so successfully upon our homeward voyage that I arrived back home a rich man. My family received me with as much joy as I felt upon seeing them once more. I bought land and slaves, and built a great house in which I resolved to live happily, and in the enjoyment of all the pleasures of life to forget my past sufferings.

A.
Find words in the text that have these meanings.


1.
wandering

__________________


2.
somebody who makes money by buying and selling items
__________________


3.
a grassy area

__________________


4.
shouting and commotion 

__________________


5.
tied up

__________________


6.
kindly and courteously

__________________


7.
goods carried on a ship 

__________________


8.
items for sale 

__________________

B.
Tick the correct answer.

1.   What made Sindbad decide to go to sea?


a.
He wanted to travel and see the world.  ____


b.
His friends persuaded him to join them in a voyage. ____


c.
He had an adventurous nature and needed to earn money. ____

2.   Why did the ship stop in the middle of the sea?


a.
The sailors needed relaxation after many days of hard work. ____


b.
The ship could not move without wind. ____


c.
The sailors wanted to explore the small island they saw. ____

3.   What made the whale move?


a.
She woke up from her sleep. 
____


b.
The voices of the sailors disturbed her. ____


c.
The heat of the fire annoyed her.
____

4.   Why was Sindbad able to survive after he fell into the ocean?


a.
He had a piece of wood that helped him to stay afloat ____


b.
He stayed awake and kept swimming. ____


c.
He was near Mihrage’s island and went there at once.  ____

5.   What was the captain’s reaction when Sindbad identified himself?


a.
The captain was disappointed about having to give up the merchandise. ____


b.
The captain refused to believe Sindbad’s story. ____


c.
The captain happily returned all Sindbad’s belongings.  ____

6.   How did Sindbad become a rich man by the time he reached home?


a.
King Mihrage had presented him treasure that made him rich.. ____


b.
He sold and exchanged the goods he had originally brought from Baghdad. ____


c.
He worked hard during his stay on the island and made a lot of money. ____

C.
“I remembered also that to be old and poor is misery indeed.” 
What made Sindbad think of being old and poor? 

D.
Answer these questions with words, phrases or short sentences.


1.
Where was the ship headed?


2.
What were the sailors doing when the ‘island’ started to shake?


3.
In the island of which king did Sindbad land?


4.
What was Sindbad’s home town?

E.
On Mihrage’s island, why did Sindbad spend so much time at the harbour?

F.
Sindbad had some bad luck during this voyage, but he had a lot of good luck too. List four instances of his good luck.

