
INTERMEDIATE

Reading Practice 1
People in Space

Astronauts travel into space in a spacecraft. To go into orbit, a spacecraft needs to travel at 26,000 kilometres an hour. Astronauts go into space for many reasons, such as to repair satellites and do experiments. Outside the spacecraft they carry a supply of oxygen and wear spacesuits to protect themselves from the cold and the sun’s rays.



Powerful rockets send out a steam of gas and carry the shuttle into the air. 



A space shuttle carries astronauts into space and launches satellites. The shuttle orbits the Earth and returns after one or two weeks. It can be sent back into space again later.



A space station is a spacecraft that stays in orbit around the Earth. Scientists live there for months and carry out experiments.



People float about in space because they are weightless. On Earth, they practice floating in a swimming pool. Floating in water feels a bit like floating in space.



It took astronauts two days to reach the Moon. Some astronauts travelled around the Moon’s surface in a buggy called a Lunar Rover.


A.
Find words in the passage that mean


1.
a vehicle in which astronauts go to space
_____________


2.
a dress worn by astronauts when they are in space
_____________


3.
a vehicle that is used to send satellites into space
_____________


4.
a spacecraft in which experiments are conducted
_____________


5.
a vehicle in which astronauts moved around on the moon’s surface
_____________


B.
Fill in the blanks.


1.
The speed of a spacecraft can reach up to _______________ kilometres an hour.


2.
Astronauts go into space to _______________


3.
When astronauts are outside the spacecraft they need to carry _______________


4.
The spacesuits keep the astronauts safe from the _______________

    5.
A shuttle can be used more than _______________


C.
Answer these questions.


1.
How is a shuttle sent into space?



____________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________


2.
How long does a shuttle usually stay in space? 









____________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________


3.
Why can we float in space? 









____________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________


4.
Where can we feel the same sense of weightlessness that the astronauts feel when they are in space? 









____________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________


5.
Why do scientists live in space stations for months? 









____________________________________________________________________________



____________________________________________________________________________
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